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Meet a Learning Champion…..Tracey’s Story.  
Tracey became a Learning Champion in October 2009 as she was interested in  helping other 
people to overcome barriers to learning. Tracey herself left school at 16 with no qualifications 
and went to work in a sewing factory. Although she was always interested in going back to     
college, she wasn’t accepted as she had no qualifications. Following the birth of her daughter, 
Tracey went on to part time work but also undertook voluntary work placements with the NSPCC 
and with the women’s refuge. This made her realise that she would like to eventually work with 
vulnerable people, and Tracey was offered a role as a Supported Living Assistant for ECHG 
which she did for approx. two years. Tracey then found work with Barnsley College working on 
the Independent Living programme for people with learning disabilities and then worked with  
elderly clients. In 2008, Tracey made enquiries at an Open Day at the University Campus  
Barnsley and following 3 interviews she was accepted onto the Health and Community Studies 
degree. She found that her experience was just as important as qualifications and would urge 
anyone who is interested in doing a degree later in life not to be put off. As she says, “There is 
now loads of support available at universities so d on’t be put off– if you want to do it, you 
can!”  Tracey is now on placement with the UVP/Fenton NLN until February 2010 helping us to 
spread the word! 
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Fancy a trip up to Dearne Valley College? DVC offer a wide range of mainly     
vocational courses and we have arranged a special trip on 2nd March for a look 
round and cup of tea!. Transport will be provided, please call for details– 391926.  



This course, run by the Community Dietician team, is 
aimed at anyone with an interest in healthy eating who is 
in a position to pass on this crucial information to friends, 
family and the wider community. If you are interested in 
any of the sessions please let me know and I will get you 
booked on. All sessions take place at the New Street 
Health Centre 9.30am-11.30am. Sessions will run on: 

Wednesday 13th January 

Thursday 4th February 

Friday 5th March. 
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And finally….. one course that is perfect for those  post-
Christmas blues… ‘Managing your Finances’ Delivered  by 
Judy Scott from CAB, it will take place on 11th Feb ruary,  
10-12 at The Core in Barnsley. Refreshments provide d!      


